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With the theme “Resistance, Resilience and Respect for Human Rights” [CHinemma',
Nina'maolek, yan Inarespetu para Direchon Taotao], the International Women’s Network
Against Militarism concluded its 7th International Women’s Conference held in Guam on
September 14-19, 2009. Participants from Australia, Belau, Chuuk, Guahan, Hawai’i, Japan,
Okinawa, Northern Marianas Islands, Palau, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, South Korea and
mainland United States, took notice of the increasing militarization in their countries and its
impact on the socio-cultural, political, economic and environmental aspects particularly on
women and their communities. Country reports as well as panel presentations showed the
pattern of militarization in said countries, as well as in other parts of the world. Some reports
also emphasized the relationship between militarism and colonialism and called attention to
the negative effects of such relationship.

The US military’s ‘global defense posture” means more military intervention by seeking
more access to more territories through “visiting” agreements, basing agreements,
expansion of bases and waging both conventional and unconventional wars, thus
undermining the sovereignty of peoples, denying them of their right to self-determination
and of their patrimony.
Amidst global financial and economic crises that has shaken the whole world and the
global superpowers led by the US and aided by its allies in the Asia-Pacific region,
including Australia and Japan, military build ups in the region continue. The wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, which have claimed thousands of lives especially from the civilian
populations, are continuing. Apart from creating a culture of violence that especially
affect women, youth and the elderly, environmental impacts have been noted by the
participants, contributing significantly to the destruction of indigenous societies and global
climate change. War exercises and trainings continue, in the name of the “anti-terrorism”
campaigns in many parts of the world, particularly with former colonies in the AsiaPacific region. We are aware that the legitimate actions against terrorist acts against the
civilian populations are necessary, but must not be used as a pretext to justify military
interventions that in the end terrorize civilian populations and create a culture of violence.
The US government in its realignment plan is expanding military power in Asia-Pacific,
including the relocation plan of 8,000 Marines and their 9,000 dependents from Okinawa
to Guahan that would go with building a new military facility in Okinawa. The meeting
denounced this military expansion package plan in either place, and is firm in standing in
solidarity with the Guahan people. The meeting forwards the following demands:
•
•

We ask women of “host” countries to push their governments to send foreign
troops back to the US.
We urge the American people especially women to urge the US government for
policies that respect the sovereignty of other countries and denounce the
continuing wars of aggression and for demilitarization; instead the US government

and its superpower allies to rechanneling a big portion of their military budgets
towards health programs for its peoples especially women and children, for
livelihood programs and secured jobs, and for the general welfare of their citizens.
Stop the expansion of bases in Guahan and other parts of the world!
End all military agreements that support US military hegemony!
Demand US responsibility to clean up the toxic wastes they left behind in the Philippines
and Puerto Rico.
Pull out US troops from the Philippines and other countries!
	
  

